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Grade 3

Wisconsin English Language Arts PLDs

Language

Language
A student at this level

attempts to demonstrate a
basic command of the
conventions of standard
English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing. The
student attempts to determine
or clarify the meaning of some
unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases,
some basic and familiar
figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in
meaning. The student attempts
to use basic grade-appropriate
conversational, general
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Grade 4

Wisconsin English Language Arts PLDs

Grade 4 English Language Arts Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)

Below Basic

Basic

Proficient

Advanced

Policy

Student demonstrates minimal
understanding of and ability to
apply the knowledge and skills
for their grade level that are
associated with college
content-readiness.

Student demonstrates partial
understanding of and ability to

apply the knowledge and skills for

their grade level that are
associated with college content-
readiness.

Student demonstrates adequate
understanding of and ability to

apply the knowledge and skills for

their grade level that are
associated with college content-
readiness.

Student demonstrates thorough
understanding of and ability to
apply the knowledge and skills for
their grade level that are
associated with college content-
readiness.

Standards

Reading:
Literature

Reading:
Informational
Text

Reading
A student at this level

attempts to read and minimally
comprehend grade 4 text. The
student attempts to make
inferences, summarize, identify
explicit themes. The student
attempts to determine
meanings of basic words and
phrases, including simplistic
figurative language. The
student attempts to describe
literary elements and attempts
to explain basic differences
between genres, referring to
simplistic structural elements.
The student attempts to
compare and contrast points of
view and similar explicit
themes
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Grade 4 Wisconsin English Language Arts PLDs
explicit main ideas and details,  simplistically, identify explicit
and attempts to explain main ideas and details, and
concepts or events in texts.

The student attempts to
determine meanings of basic
general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases.
The student attempts to
identify basic text structures,
interpret basic information
presented in different ways,
compare and contrast points of
view of different accounts, and
integrate basic information
from more than one text. The
student attempts to explain
how authors use reasons and
evidence to support particular
points.
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